2 
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N. B. Thoſe Perſons, who have not Leiſure (in the preſent 
awful and important Criſis of public Affairs) to peruſe | 
. this little Tract, may view the Sub/ance of 1 it, in an 

ABSTRACT, at the End of the Book, *' 


» 


i ; 4 * wo, — bp | 

1 )) 

5 3 . ln 
= The Work of Rio hTROUEM ESS“ (Which neceſſarily in- 
cludes the duty of reſtoring to A men their Rio hrs 

| -_ juſt Claims) ** fall be Pract; and, the Efe of 

5 Rienrzousxzss, Quietneſs and Aforance for ever.” 

 — Hajah xxxii. 17. ere ae” 
wah For the one is efabliſhed by RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
 _ {Prov. xvi. 12.) But — © there is no PRACE, Jaith my 


6 Goa, to the WiCKE 5.5 — — Iſaiah wü. 21. 
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The Cams "Of. the People 


Of ENGLAND. | 


1 14 


N the beginahgof the preſent e. century, 


| (anno 1701, 12 W. III.) a ſenſible 
asd loyal Writer drew up a Knall Tract of 
5 political information, which he intitled— 
c TRE CLAIMS of THE PEOPLE OF 


„ ENGLAND efſayed in a Letter from ihe 
4 Country. But, before the Tract was 


printed, the Author had the ſatisfaction to 
hear, that the Claims, he had aſſerted, were 
| in many reſpects eſtabliſhed by a new Act 
of the Parliament then fitting ; which ſea- 


ſonable attention to the People's Rights he 


moſt gratefully neee in a Poſt- 


| ſcrip t to his Letter. 


The Act of Settlement, by virtue By which . 


the preſent Royal Family ſucceeded to the 5 


Crown of theſe Realms, was the Statute, 
which then ſo happily (in the opinion of 
that Writer) © ſecured f CLAims or 


3 THE PEOPLE or ENGLAND.“ 


It is intitled, An Act for the farther . 
067 Limitation of the Crown, and better e 
* curing the os and Liberties of \the 
- Send — and accordingly contains ” 

. Pie eight 


„ 


eight very excellent Articles of Limitation, 


agreeable to. & ny Claims of the People e 


« Prngland;” which, 


it ſeems, were en- 


acted, * with the unanimous Concurrence of 1 3 


e both Houſes of Parliament, for the ex- 
preſs purpoſe of ſecuring our Religion, 


„ Laus, and Liberties. 3 
One of theſe Articles ordained—. That 


all matters and things relating to the 
well governing. off this Kingdom, which 

he 2 are properly cognigable in the Pri vy Caus- 
te eil by the Laws and Cuſtoms of bee. Realm, 
cc ſha Il be tranſafted there, and all Reſolu 


* tons taken thereupon ſhall be figned by 2 f 4 | 
„ of the Privy Council as Mall adviſe ond F 


cc © conſent to the ſame. 
And by another of theſs Ae it was 


l 1 « That no perſon, who bas n 


Oe, or Place of profit, under the King 


or receives a Penſion. from the Crown, ſha all 9 
he capable of ſerving as a Member Ll tae # 


« Houſe of 


Commons.. 


. But, : 


[This ei 2e wad efeQually prev ent any 


ale Council, or Faction, from becoming Heient Without 2 3 


Reporſ bility. 


It might perhaps have heen objected at that time, 
as well as at preſent, that ſuch à fra. excluſion of Place 


men would withdraw from Parliament the Council and 
Aſſiſtance of many worthy Men 3» Wein (or that ought 
do de in Office, whoſe eee iliti 


L 


N 5 


— 5 * 2 we ; 
BSE 


fa, are the moſt | 
diſtinguiſhed = 
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OY But, as the Parliament was at that time 3 oh 
inveſted with the dangerous unconſtitutio- Bi 
nal power of a triennial duration without Re- 4 1 
election, it was impoſſible that the Blected Nr 
(ho thereby acquired a temporary indepen- Wh 
dency of the Electors, and, of courſe, too ma-. | 
ny of them, a ſeparate intereſ of their own) ) 
could long tontihue real Repreſentatives of „ 
the People's Claims; and, conſequenily, theſe 
two molt excellent proviſions againſt undue 
| Influence were unhappily repealed, a very 
_ diſtinguiſhed and eminent in the Kingdom, Vet there is 
an obvious anſwer (2 this objection, viz. That it is very 
_ eaſy for a free Parliament (if in their wiſdom they ſhall 
think it proper) to permit the great Officers of State, or even 
thiir Secretariis or firſt Clerks to have {eats in Parliament, 
and, as Members, not only to declare their opinions, but 
alſo, for the better information of the Houſe, even to debt te 
and reply upon all Queſtions relating to public affairs; 
© which might be allowed without any dangerous effect, pro- 
| vided they are duly reſtrained from the * privilege of 
PVO rI Sc. The Nation by this means may have ample be- 
nefit in the Exerciſe of their great and ſhining abilities, 
without riſque of undue influence, which cannot juſtly be 
attributed to mere argument, as that has no other weight or 
effect than what is fairly due to its merit; and any unrea- 
ſonable length of ſpeech, whenever it is uſed with an appa- 
rent intention to procraſtinate and obſtruct the intention of 
the Majority, may be duly reſtrained at the pleaſure of the 
Hbuſe. Baut otherwiſe, (it e. without ſome due reſtriftion, 
and, more eſpecially, 4virhout an abfelute excluſion From ihr 
power of 'voring,) a TxEASURY-BENCH, or any other 
Bzwck or PLacremen, in the Houſe of Commons, isa 
tanie AS oOMIN AT AO utterly repugoant to all juſt Ideas 
_ Ot ares uninfluencti Parliament and conſequently is highly j 
_ derogatory to the honour of that Houſes | nel 


j — 


0 6 1 
few years afterwards, in the 4th year of 
Queen Anne (c. 8.) Which amply proves, 


that the moſt ſalutary proviſions for ** the 


% Claims of the people” cannot be ſecurely 


eſtabliſhed under triennial or ſeptennial Par- bf 


liaments ; and, of courſe, that the antient 


uſage of / onal ELECTIONS is a Claim, of 


all others the moſt efcntially ea for 
our welfare. 


bBince the fatal repeal above 8 FT 
the. prevalence of undue influence hath ſo 
3 rapidly and enormouſly increaſed, that the WW 
_ ever-loyal Citizens of London thought it 
their duty, in the year 1770, to bear teſti- W 


mony againſt it; and accordingly they aſſert- 
ed, in a public declaration to the King him- 


ſelf, that the (then) © Houſe of Commons 4 


87 © did NOT repreſent the people.” T?“ 


Subſequent Facts have demonſtrated the 
| abſolute neceſlity we are now under to claim 


and promote an unequivocal abolition of all 
1 undue Influence in Parliament. p 

Meaſures, the moſt unrigbteous, as well 
| as the moſt rurnogs that could have been de- 


viſed, 


* K « Repreſenratives of the People are efſential to the 


* making of Laws, and there is a Time when it is morally 


* demonſtrable that Men ceaſe to be Repreſentatives. 


That Time is now arrived. TRE PRESENT Houss 


& OF CouMoxs DO NOT REPRESENT THE PEOPLE.“ 


— Addreſs of the Mayor, ene re oy the wy of = 


London, 1770. 
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gots K 3 
viſed, have been adopted and carried on 
under a pretended ſanction of parliamentary 
Aut bority, & which have involved both 
King and People (whoſe true intereſts are 
inſeparable) in the moſt alarming difficul- 
ties: and the oſtenſible Agents in the miſ- 
chief have obſtinately perſevered to the ut- 
moſt extenſion of ability, until public Di- 
ſaſters, and a happy preventive incapacity 
of their own, (their Heads and Funds 
being equally exhauſted of council and 
reſource,) have compelled them to make 
| a temporary retreat; | though the nu- 
Et ordering mots eee 
F This muſt of courſe be underſtood to refer (if you 
pleaſe) only to former Parliaments that began the Miſchief, 


o 


| Whole pretended Sanction had more of the Name than the 


Reality of parliamentary Authority, if a real Repreſentation of 
the Commons be at all eſſential to conſtitute a true Ig Par- 


 MCligment, 


The Repreſentatives are choſen by a very ſmall. Propor- 
#ion of the People, and even that nal Proportion of People 
is ſo monſtrouſly unequal in their poder of delegation, that 
the ſmall Number of 5723 Borough Voters ele&, 254 Re- 
preſentatives, which is very near 18 the Number of Re- 
preſentatives that are due to ſix Millions of People, and 
more than half, or a Majority, of the Numbers that are ever 
known to attend at any one Time. The InjusTice of 
ſuch an enormous Diſpropertion in the Repreſentation of the 
_ -Whole People cannot be parallelled by any other groſs Ab- 
ſurdity, except Taz IntqQuityY of rendering that di/pro- 
portionate Repreſentation ſtill more contemptible and nuga- 
tory by SETTENNIAL or (what were nearly as pernicious) 
_ TxrIENNIAL, inſtead of the ancient conſtitutional Ulage 


of SsssioNAL, ELgECT10NS, 


8 


merous Corps of Placemen, Penliohots 1 


Contractors, &c. oceafic 


will 


| laſt ! FT otear 1 
Th Heure it is evidem that the Gyr 


of Parliament is the real foaree of all: 644 KB! 
national calamities and prievances, which = 


cannot therefore be lieyed by: a pf 


The Minority 1 patlament 18 ende 5 


before, in the memory of moſt men, bez 
come the Muwjo#rty ; and the worthy Ops 

poſers of bad meaſurts were indu 
a temporary adminiſtration of public Affairs, 


until the ſecret. cient Cabinet could reco- 
ver from the ſurpriſe and diſmay of their 
former defeat in Parliament, and, by a 


renewed exertion. of their. 3% ah Tt 


were able to ſhackle the new Adminiſtra- E 
tion with the rueful alternative, either to 


abandon their. newly-acquired. dignities, or 


elſe to adopt ſuch meaſures as muſt effec- | f 


tually deprive them of the people's eonfi- 
-dence; — which they were contemp- 


tuouſly co mpelled (one by one, or as it 


might beſt ſuit the purpoſes of the rei 


ſyſtem of undue influence) to yield up del 
places for the emolument of the « more plian 4 


. 


creatures. of the feeret kactien. 


them a ſhameful Myjtity alben w th 24 


_- 
= 
| * 0 5 
5 8 
2 
FL 
y 4 
3 


ty Y 3 
2 wy Woutdhe made for Buglihmen, al. 
ter fuch e expeiene to neple& their 


juſt and indiſpenfib 


tration, withoot inſiſting at the ſame time 


Ga conftitutional Imitation of power, by 


4 fre unitnfluented Repreſentation of the 
nittons, ray be dangerous to our very 


. exiſtence as An indepen ent Kingdom ! 


It is therefore become abſolutely neceſ- 


dry Ys for. the ſecurity both of Kin g and Peo- 
ple, (which includes the rue intereſt of all 
Parties,) that the juſt “ Claims of the Peo- 
© pie be ſalisfied in an immediate Reſtora= 
tion of the antient /zga/ and reſpor/ible Go- 
verument, by a Revival of the two repealed 
Articles ef the Act of Settlement, above 
recited, and by a Revival alſo of that moſt 
excellent Statute for SESSTIONAL PARLIA- 


; MENTS, paſſed in the 4th of K. Ed. III. 


e. 14. declaring, that @ Parliament” 
(meaning a newlh-elected Parliament, as the 


writs of thoſe times inconteſtably demon- 


TI 


Claim to ſome imme- 
dlate and effectual precaution againft fimilar 
5 Helithons.” 10 truſt another new Adminiſ- 


Ihe reduced” circumſtances of the Na- 


. don cannot admit the riſque of another ſuch 
5 eredulous experiment! 


ſtrate) © ſhall be holden every year once, and 
0 on more often If need be. N But this indiſpen- | 
= 2 ible. 


4 
_— äĩ[ nw 2 
ve _ 
= 


fible Right and Claim of the People (for the 


Act itſelf is no more than an authentic De- 


claration, or Acknowledgement, of an antient: 


Right) cannot have complete mobo, 


totally repealing an Ad of the 8th y ear of 

K. Hen. VI. (cap. vii.) Which, on falſe 
pretences, (whereby it is rendered unwor- 

thy the title and dignity of a Statufe,) dif. 


* o 


. 4 


franchiſed at once by far the greateſt part of 5 


the Engliſh Nation, by robbing them of 
their BIRKTHR1GHT, the ineſtimable Right 


St 


I In the Act of Settlement, by virtue of which the pre- 
ſent King fits on the Throne, it is declared, that zhe Mu 
«© Laws of England are the Birthright of the people thereof” i 
and, according to an antient Maxim of the Common Law; 
this our Birthright in the Laws is to be eſteemed our mf 
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valuable inheritance, ſaperior to every other Denomination 


of ProrERTY. © Major Hereditas unicuique venit a 
jure et legibus quam a parentibus.” Lord Coke ſays it 
is the beſt Birthright the ſubij ect hath ; for thereby his 
„ Goods, Lands, Wife, Children, his Body, Life, Honour 
& and Eſtimation, are protected from injury and wrong ©? 


and then he cites the maxim Major Hereditas, c. 2 F 


Inſt. p. 56. An Act of Parliament, therefore, which ſets 
up an inferior and mere pecuniary property as the object of 
repreſentation, not only in preference, but to the total exclus 
ſion of that ſuperior property, or perſonal Right, which ought 


to he eſteemed the :moff valuable inheritance, or Be ̃ 
1 BiIRTHRIGHT he ſubject hath,” &c. is ſuch a malum | 
* 7a /e,” ſuch an iniquitous contempt and infringement of 
Common Right, againſt Reaſon and Juſtice, and againſt the 


expreſs declaration of a fundamental principle of the Engliſs 


Conſtitution, as cannot fail to render the Ac ** null an d 
be Ng IAN WAASS, wort radon} 5 OS NOPE N00 EPS 6 ood 


„ 
of voting for Repreſentatives in Parliament, 
without which they cannot properly be 
eſteemed Freemen, becauſe the Laus, their 

BiRTHRIORHT and moſt valuable Property, 
may be changed, ſuſpended, or entirely with 1 
drawn from them, without their conſent; RE... 
whereas, in antient times, they enjoyed i 
not only the privilege of voting, in plen 
| Countie, (i,e.the full County-court or Parlia- 
ment of each County,) for the Knights of 

the ys but tſrequeny alſo for the Citi- 


| it as +; rf Fonpies; ang Zens. 


. 101d in 6 1,” if the People will but unite in maintain- 
ing this juſt and legal plea againſt it; for which they have 
_ ample authority. See Doctor and Student, c. 10. where= 
in ĩt is declared, that . Sratures cannot exiſi againſi Rx Aso 
gor the Law Dwins, Vee *, ec contra RATIONEM, nee 
„ contra LEGEM divinam exiftunt : for the execrable . 
2 dare abovementioned is ſurely again}! Both; and there- 
fore as theſe two Laws” (the Law of Reaſon and the 
Laa of God) cannot abate or turn aſide, — ©* He due 
=o Leges declinari non poſſunt,” (ib. c. 17.) it is manifelt that 
the unjuſt Act is utterly unworthy to be named a Statute, 
and muſt needs be v, as it cannot otherwiſe be eſteemed 
than a mere corruption, (or corruptela, 7 according to the ex- 
: preſs direction of the ſame approved Author in his 2d ch. F 
_— IL gainſt this Law,” (i. e. the Law of Reaſon, J 
4. areſeription, Frarvrz, nor cuſtom, may not prevail ; and, | 4 
M any be brought in againſt it, they be not preſcriptions, | WEE 
% STATUTES, nor Cuſtoms, but CORRUPTIONs, (Cox- 1 


c RU TBLÆ,) things VOID and n wi 1 Bod. DN 
et Stud. Eng. ed. 1068, p. 5. n 


4 Plowden has reported a variety of caſes, dls AQs of ber- 
« liament were eſteemed void in Laꝛo through the want of truib in the 
_ *© recitals. See pages 398 to geo,” (Sharp's Declaration, p. 237.) 


Which legal * PRs is obvious in the preamble t to the Act in 
queſtion, Re | 


5 
* tn a ita Rea. 0... . 


Zens and Burgeſſes, elected in their reſpees 
tive Counties; Whefeby the Byupliry' of 
Repreſentation was then preſerved; and 
may again be happily reſtored by ſome ſuch 
equitable mode of transferring the repreſen- 
tation of d populated of notoriouſly verial Boz 


roughs to the Decifion of their reſpective 
County-courts. Which method of h], MK 
Repreſentation deſerves preference to all 
others, becauſe it is not liable te the odious 
charge of innovation, but, on the cntrary, 
is authenticated by long- continued uſage and 
legal Precedents of ancient times: and the 
ſame may be ſaid of all the other changes 
already recommended in this Addreſs _ 
By theſe approved and tried means, the 


juſt claims of the people may be amphy, as 


well as ey, eſtabliſhed; and the happy ef. 
fects of ſuch a perfect Reformation would 
be ſecurity and ſupport to any virtuous Ad- 


miniſtration: for it would prevent their juſt K 
meaſures from being impeded and clogged 


by the ſecret machinations of any private 
Cabal, or Cabinet Fachion, that might 
otherwiſe be efficient without Reſpon/ibility ; 


and it would alſo exclude the intereſted op 5 


poſition of needy unprincipled perſons, who 
at preſent can introduce themſelves into 


2 . 2 7 8 [7 


3) 

the nnn. merely for the pur- 
poſes of private interęſt! a Trade as 
diſbonourable to themſelves as it is baneful 5 13 
to the Nation; for the Repreſentation of ” 
many Boroughs 1 is now commonly eſteemed _ | 

a mere pecuniary: property, and, as ſuch,has | 

in many inſtances been either notoriouſly 2 

bought and ſold; or elſe is holden at the ab- 

ſolute diſpoſal of Angle Individuals, (Peers 

and other overgrown Landholders,) for the 
- dangerous. purpoſe of enhancing their ö 

perſonal conſequence ! An = undue Influence” 
this (in whatſoever hands it is lodged) that 
is moſt deteſtably diſgraceful to the Nation 

as well as fundamentally gerogatory to the 
validity of every legiſlative Reſolution ! and, 
what is ſtill more alarming, will completely 
ruin the Kingdom, if the conſtitutional Re- | 
medies ber e are not . a= = 


dopted. 


Leun, March: 2 IJ 1782. 
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An ABST RACT & Fg Cee = 
Cc. and of the conſtitutional ſ 
Means of redreſſing public Grie- 
a vances, without Fami P. 12. 


7T H AT ther the © Privy cane nor 

I any ſecret Cabinet for State Affairs, # 

du abt to be efficient without” Kates 
P. +4. n. and p. n 25 


RrMDYT. Revive a e WY of i 

the Act of Settlement, « That all matters WY 
 cognizable in the PxIvꝝx Couxcix ne 60 =—_ 
4 een there, Sc. P. 4&9. $ 


CAM II. That all undue inflience of 
the Crown ought to be totally excluded from - 
Parliament, p. 6. andthata * Treaſury-bench,” 

or any other Bench of Placemen, in the i 
Houſe of Commons, (unleſs duly reſtrain- 
ed from the privilege of voting, ) is an 

ABOMINATION IL. utterly repugnant to all 
8 * ideas of a free uninfluenced Parliament! 


P. 5. n. 


REMED YT. : 10 a repealed Clauſe of \ 
| the Act of Settlement: « That no perſon, 8 
0 {4 72 25 0 


OPS Nd 
— ARE” 
7 r 


a — 1 — 
r eee — an „ 7 — 


ts) 


e qphohas an office or place of profit under the 
Et King, &c. ſhall be capable of Serving as 


ﬆ Members of. the Houſe of i Commons.” P. 4. 
& a N. B. The ordinary objection to this clauſe | 


may be obviated, by. permitting the great 


Officers of- State, their Secretaries, &c. to 
Nt, debate, and inform the Houſe, but with- 


A 0 out f privilege © of voting. . 5 4 & 5. n. 


CLAN III. That * tbe Laus of England 


« are he BIKTHRIGHT of the People there- 
© of” (p. 10, n,); yet the greater part of 
: the People. are Tobbed of that Birthright 


an 'unconſtitutional excluſion from any 


ſhare i in the Legiſlature; fo that he Laws 
: ( the moſt valuable. Property. to EVERY MAN 
n= „ UNICUIQUE .VENIT,” Sc. p. 10.) 
may be changed, / pended, or . 
Without their — FF. 


 Remepy. Repeal the Act of 8 Hon: 


VI. c. 7. whereby the People in general | 
were robbed of that BixzTurIGnT, P. 10. 


CLAN IV. That the Repreſentation * 


: = the People ought to be rendered more equal. 


Remepy. Refer the enormous diſpro- 


1 E of delegating power, now enjoyed 


venal Boroughs, (p. 7. n.) to the deci- 


: on of the Caunty-Courts, according to an- 
tient Prec edents. . 12.) 


8 


| ent; vſage'of renewing the 
. * a” GENERAL. rie 
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